
  

    

   

 

Quick Links

My Home Page

My Website

My Legislation

Stay Connected

   

   

October 23rd, 2015

Honoring Our Hometown Heroes

Greetings!  

This week, I had the pleasure of honoring two of our local public
servants at the Capitol in Madison.

On Mother's Day of this year, St. Croix County dispatcher Tom
Barthman and St. Croix County Sheriff Sgt. James Sander saved the
life of Emmett Smith, an infant whose parents found him choking in
his crib.

We were fortunate enough to be able to honor Mr. Barthman and Sgt.
Sander with the Assembly's Hometown Hero award, recognizing
them for their outstanding public service.  

Video of the presentation can be seen here.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAuho670Bcec0pR8PiITGlylPU2CAzBnP7334fStdAmqzgvr70v_P0NalqKgqUmgaKRAPPhEgTIq2UCKLbXEabJADIqjIiFvz01KSVPI3NRGUhBYC2-vcJWF5eaY6fvpbW0zzqlMUhme3WL4UtDXLKPdX61OC_Zwd1yxsY3KTLT4&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAuho670Bcec2zMdLM0BD8vcAr4tf4BBCRfbYXGQGpKTh4FVISS6oR_7q8fzrEK-NWhtaCSNdXjsSRt1X5CBHXhTLynu7YwKwx1MeibhIfyDSFtGjKErUavzqAukR6cIVs5A4EbSrhJb-bE4fnY826DZop2Wj-sLJ6ThGcYnFiW0euUM9Iye0FE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuAuho670Bcec7qq3Iuj-taphnQYEFT8PPhnUe5pa8yR-ZQejRgYqpf2gyNFxRO-0qC937zk7IegtoWkW-cmc2s-NsEmwF15nPRIryVvkC9V9E4Xo8W35oH4NopkMyIeRyNmdjttt5TvwkbhsKjjUtfnhv3HCTJz4ul7VfF1wB0Xn9hkDobLPpE8V1SEHOdIk-122Urae-PrfSRiUJdXD8zo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuFydhT7FBELqo_cfvEUzhJmfwJp9uCzNUq8VUFsPcJE4pNfOLt35PZ2CaKuOjSF2HW_28jV6UceTi_EFMePDLV6QaN7Kda2ZIE9FBeOmZ3kleYyXybBvd2OIU4icz2X6b_djeG_i5wxDNTZ37kcFAMA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuOA_5iAaKRF9k4DXxnpdqmZWJMmVk1HJr7ZG9C3GSJlFHwPNZT69JKKsxuOoHBVv5UYyEt2FYpOR43gSYsOr8crPZGa16y0n_WjxiU-_DOa1JzQf_4-gfiV46uQMuPRDDFaBtm1znlLV&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKMfPiZiGEY8rGYbX2PrT0qvuIwMFpbZ5d65MMwIWNTpFeliuymQbRiC8eSH4eRlQfFmHfUFq0Ze9xSJrdUJhDfwjMVr3aMZQ1pOgYYFpIeApDEr62yYBRIHeUcR_4FmHm27AupreqO01eWjoyAq7n-p4O45v3OAsGnF_9U4MqwA&c=&ch=


These men and women make our communities better, and safer,
simply by performing their jobs day in and day out.

Sincerely,

 

Government Accountability Board Reform

 
Yesterday, the Assembly passed Assembly Bill 388, which I
authored. The bill provides for two bipartisan commissions, made up
of an equal number of Republicans and Democrats: The Elections
Commission and Ethics Commission.  They will oversee election
administration as well as ethics and campaign finance.

Both commissions will be made up of 6 citizen members- 3
Republicans, and 3 Democrats.  In the case of the Elections
Commission, two of the members will be former clerks.  Having
commissioners with the day to day experience of administering
elections will help ensure they run as smoothly as possible.

The GAB was created seven years ago as a well-intentioned
experiment.  However, two recent audits by the independent
Legislative Audit Bureau identified a number of serious issues.  For
instance, for 16 consecutive elections, the agency failed to audit the
voter rolls to ensure that felons were not voting, as they are required
to do.  For three consecutive general elections, they failed to audit
voting machines as required.  Finally, in the seven years the GAB
has been in operation, they have failed to deal with hundreds of filed
complaints, and have not developed any procedure for how



complaints are to be handled.

Summaries of the two audits may be read here and here.

These new commissions, equally split between members of both
parties, will provide better oversight, ensure that our ethics laws are
enforced fairly, and monitor our elections.

Little Falls Dam

At a meeting in the Town of Hudson this week, the DNR revealed
that the Little Falls Dam project may not be completed until 2019.

During the budget process, I fought for an extra $5 million for this
project precisely to avoid these kinds of delays.  It is my hope that
the DNR will continue to work with the Lake Association and the rest
of the community to ensure this project is done in a timely manner,
and on a more reasonable schedule.

UW-River Falls Visits the Capitol

UW-River Falls Cancellor Dean Van Galen was at the Capitol this
week to talk with legislators.  We're proud of the great work being

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKMfPiZiGEY8zloObrwSC6Bpt2Y1CuvnU2ZVkmiXCuZf5WVPnOuFfnFuKlxdwOBgd55i5ob71N0L7bGLglBHR6U0s5DDphjmANwuPMXJ5B2eEPbSZn4GFhvjLq6a_CjIMCk9gGhCjFctf9YHYxmx-1FdV2fqhPg_qk5So-h-DYMO&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKMfPiZiGEY8NaqzF-XtUPFZ8AHJmYTd54Hf8B96RY0w39_H7HykLKhY5YN2rhL7OHEt59rQxan8t1Qnv6g8J_v6ya5QUfCV-apFYrp_zgKHtNnc4NWc0Rt3WKfTL9UvL7OH34G9mq2F4Gj_hWRWiMbs5ZsBRMXbiw==&c=&ch=


done on his campus!

New Blue Books Available

We still have plenty of 2015-16 Blue Books available and we're
happy to provide them to you, free of charge. To have one mailed to
you, contact my office with your name, address, and the number of
Blue Books you would like. We look forward to hearing from you!
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